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Jan. 24: On Wednesday evening, Interior Minister Gen. Fritz Romulus issued a call for all firearms
being held without permits. Anyone not complying within 48 hours, he said, will be subject to arrest.
(See Chronicle 01/23/90, 01/25/89 for coverage of developments since Jan. 20.) Jan. 26: On Friday
evening, in a statement aired on state-run television, Lt.Gen. Prosper Avril said he would lift the
state of siege on Jan. 30. He also reaffirmed his commitment to elections this year. In response to
the crackdown and prior to Avril's announcement on Friday, the French government Haiti's largest
donor and former colonial ruler , suspended all current economic aid and talks on a $500 million
development package. French aid to Haiti last year totaled some $22 million, of which $5 million
were earmarked for Haiti's balance of payments. Washington cut off all economic assistance to
Haiti in November 1987 to protest aborted presidential elections. Municipal elections have been
scheduled for April, legislative elections for July and August, and the two-round presidential
election for Oct. 17 and Nov. 11. Jan. 27: In a statement read over Radio Soleil, Haiti's 10 Roman
Catholic bishops urged the government to terminate its state of siege and crackdown on the political
opposition. The bishops asked the government to allow the return of seven political, civic and
business leaders who were forced into exile after Lt.Gen. Prosper Avril declared the 30-day state
of siege on Jan. 20. According to AP, since the state of siege was imposed, police have arrested
more than 50 political activists. Many of those who were released said they were beaten while in
custody. The bishops urged the government to "abolish torture in all its forms." In Cap-Haitien,
police arrested Hugues Florvil and Bell Angelo, both journalists of privately owned Radio Cap-
Haitien, said a Cap-Haitien source who requested anonymity. The two were later released. Cap-
Haitien police also arrested and released activist and shopkeeper Edouard Laroche and Max Vieux,
85, the father-in-law of conservative opposition leader Gerard Philippe-Auguste, who has been in
hiding since last week, said AP's source. (Basic data from New York Times, 01/25/90; AP, 01/27/90;
AFP, 01/28/90)
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